PSYCHOLOGY, BS

Psychology is a science that provides critical insights into human
behavior. Psychologists investigate how behavior is modified in the face
of psychiatric disorders or disease and how the brain gives rise to the rich
tapestry of behaviors that govern our day-to-day experiences.

A psychology major gives you much career flexibility because

of its emphasis on reasoning, problem solving, critical thinking,
communication, research and writing. In addition to becoming a
counselor or therapist, many students go into human resources, sales,
marketing, business management, law, medicine, social work, real
estate, social services, and more — all fields that require comprehensive
knowledge of human behavior.

Many students go on to graduate school to pursue specialized training.
This may lead to a career as a counselor, therapist, or research scientist.
In most states, a master's degree is required to become a licensed
practitioner. At UWM, our psychology major can be tailored: the Bachelor
of Arts route is ideal for students planning a career in human services
while the Bachelor of Science route has more lab science and is well-
suited for students looking to go into a graduate research program or
medical school.

The version of the major that leads to a Bachelor of Arts can be
completed entirely online if that is desired.

Psychology students at UWM have a distinct advantage — they can
participate in research as undergraduates, sometimes even as soon as
freshman year. In psychology labs, students work directly with faculty
and graduate students on their current research projects, and sometimes
contribute as co-authors to peer-reviewed presentations or publications.
In addition, a number of psychology students complete field placements.
A field placement is similar to an internship and permits students to step
out of the traditional classroom setting and volunteer with a community
organization that has a mission consistent with the psychology degree. In
each case, our students acquire fundamental skills, have opportunities to
explore and refine their interests, and establish meaningful connections
that permit them to make informed decisions about their future pursuits.

Requirements

Code Title Credits
General Education Requirements 30
L&S Requirements (general degree and major requirements) 75
Electives 15
Total Credits 120

Credit numbers reflect total possible credits towards degree. Due to the ability
to count courses towards more than one requirement, credit amounts will
vary. Please work with your academic advisor on your plan of study.

Preparatory Coursework

Based on individual placement results, some students may be required to
complete preparatory coursework before enrolling in the courses listed
here. This may include English language or composition preparation,
developmental math, introductory chemistry, and/or student support
courses for students participating in the First Year Bridge program.
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General Education Requirements (GER)

UW-Milwaukee has General Education Requirements
(https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/
#generaleducationtext) that must be met in order to earn a bachelor’s or
associate degree. They include at minimum 30 credits (10 courses) in six
categories that are designed to assure basic student competencies and
provide a broad body of knowledge as a context for specialization.

Some degree requirements may fulfill GERs. Please review the requirements
and consult with your academic advisor.

Code Title
General Education Categories and Credits

Credits

Civics and Perspectives (CP)

Communication and Literacy (CL)

Humanities and Arts (HA)

Mathematics and Quantitative Reasoning (MQR)
Natural Science and Wellness (NSW/NSWL)
Social and Behavioral Science (SBS)

w o w o oo

Total Credits 30

Letters and Science Course of Study -
Bachelor of Science Degree

Complete 120 credits including 75 credits in the College of Letters &
Science, with 36 of the 75 credits in L&S upper-level (numbered 300 or
above) courses and 30 of those 36 credits in designated L&S Advanced
Natural Science courses (https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/
approved-courses-advanced-natural-science/).

The College requires that students complete, in residence at UWM, at
least 15 credits in upper-division (numbered 300 or above) courses in
their major. The College also requires that students complete at least 30
credits overall in residence at UWM. For additional residency and transfer
credit limitations, see L&S Undergraduate Policies and Regulations
(https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/#policiesandregulationstext).

Students are also required to complete the University-wide General
Education Requirements (https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/
undergraduate-policies/#bachelorsdegreegeneraleducation) and the
specific L&S requirements listed below.

To complete a major, students must satisfy all the requirements of the
major as stated in this catalog. Students who declare their majors within
five years of entering the UW System as a degree candidate may satisfy
the requirements outlined in any catalog issued since the time they
entered. Credits used to satisfy the major also may be used to satisfy
other degree requirements.

College of Letters & Science Requirements

The degree requirements in the College of Letters and Science build on
the University General Education Requirements to provide a broad base
of knowledge as well as an array of skills cited by employers as critical to
professional success: critical thinking, problem solving, oral and written
communication, ability to work well with others, and adaptability to
change.

For the Bachelor of Science (B.S.), students must complete the UNM
General Education Requirements as well as these L&S requirements:
the International requirement, the Breadth requirement (with extra
courses in Advanced Natural Science required), a Natural Science Lab


https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#generaleducationtext
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#generaleducationtext
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#generaleducationtext
https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/approved-courses-advanced-natural-science/
https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/approved-courses-advanced-natural-science/
https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/approved-courses-advanced-natural-science/
https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/#policiesandregulationstext
https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/#policiesandregulationstext
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#bachelorsdegreegeneraleducation
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#bachelorsdegreegeneraleducation
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#bachelorsdegreegeneraleducation
https://catalog.uwm.edu/policies/undergraduate-policies/#bachelorsdegreegeneraleducation

2 Psychology, BS

requirement, the Research requirement, and a Language other than
English requirement. The International requirement develops student
potential for cross-cultural understanding in a globalizing world. The
Breadth requirement ensures that students take classes in a wide variety
of subjects, across humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences.
The Research requirement calls for students to build critical thinking
and oral and written communication skills through conducting an
independent research project in their major. The Language other than
English requirement further develops student proficiency in a language
other than English. And, the requirement that students take an L&S
Natural Science lab ensures exposure to and practice with the scientific
method in action.

. Total Credits and Upper-Division Courses Requirement
Students must complete 120 credits including 75 credits in the College
of Letters & Science with 36 of those 75 credits in L&S upper-level
(numbered 300 and above) courses.

Il. L&S Advanced Natural Sciences Requirement

For the Bachelor of Science, students must complete 30 credits of the 36
credits required in upper-division courses in designated L&S Advanced
Natural Science courses (https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/
approved-courses-advanced-natural-science/).

lll. Language other than English Requirement

Students doing the B.S. must fulfill a language other than English
requirement by successfully completing the second semester of
university work or equivalent in one language other than English
(including all languages other than English and American Sign
Language).

Language courses (including American Sign Language) other than
English taken in high school may be used to satisfy all or part of this
requirement. One year of high school language equates to one semester
of college work. Proficiency tests approved by the Languages faculty may
be used to satisfy all or part of this requirement.

IV. International Requirement
To meet the International Requirement, students must successfully
complete some two-course (minimum 6 credits) combination of:

1. Courses with L&S approved international content (see Courses
Approved for the L&S International Requirement (https://
catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/approved-courses-international-
requirement/) for course options).

2. Any study-abroad course(s).

Students who graduated secondary school in a country other than the
U.S. are exempt from this requirement.

IV. Breadth Requirement

In addition to completing the University General Education Requirements,
L&S students must complete the Breadth requirement to obtain deeper
experience across our three substantive divisions.

The L&S Breadth requirement calls for 9 credits each in L&S courses
designated L&S Humanities, L&S Natural Sciences, and L&S Social
Sciences breadth. One of the L&S Natural Science breadth courses must
be a laboratory or fieldwork course.

Please refer to the list of Courses Approved for the L&S Breadth
Requirement (https://catalog.uwm.edu/letters-science/breadth-
requirement-course-list/).

V. The Major

The College requires that students attain at least a 2.0 GPA in all credits
in the major attempted at UWM. In addition, students must attain a

2.0 GPA on all major credits attempted, including any transfer work.
Individual departments or programs may require higher GPAs for
graduation. Some departmental majors require courses from other
departments. Students should contact their major department for
information on whether those credits will count as part of the major GPA.
The College requires that students must complete, in residence at UWM,
at least 15 credits in upper-division (numbered 300 or above) courses in
their major.

Research Requirement

Within their majors, students must complete a research experience
approved by the L&S faculty. A list of courses satisfying the research
requirement in each major can be found here (https://catalog.uwm.edu/
letters-science/approved-courses-research-requirement/).

VI. The Minor

Students are encouraged to consider completing a minor, but it is

not required. To complete a minor, the College of Letters and Science
requires that students attain at least a 2.0 GPA in all credits in the minor
attempted at UWM. In addition, students must attain a 2.0 GPA on all
minor credits attempted, including any transfer work. The minor must
contain at least 9 credits in upper-division (numbered 300 and above)
courses at UWM.

Psychology Major Requirements

The College of Letters and Science requires that students attain at least
a 2.0 GPA on all credits in the major attempted at UWM. In addition,
students must attain a 2.0 GPA on all major credits attempted, including
any transfer work. The undergraduate major consists of at least 32
credits in psychology, at least 15 of them at the advanced level (300 or
above) taken in residence at UWM, including the following core courses:

Code Title Credits
Core Courses
PSYCH 101 Introduction to Psychology (GER SBS) L 3
Select one of the following: 34
PSYCH 210 Psychological Statistics (GER MQR) !
Other statistics course as approved by department
PSYCH 254 Introduction to Neuroscience (GER 3
NSW) !
PSYCH 325 Research Methods in Psychology
Select one of the following: 3
PSYCH 205 Personality
PSYCH 211 Current Topics in Psychology: 2
PSYCH 214 Introduction to Conditioning and
Learning
PSYCH 220 Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
PSYCH 230 Social Psychology: Psychological
Perspectives
PSYCH 240 Introduction to Clinical Psychology
(GER NSW) '
PSYCH 260 Child Psychology
PSYCH 270 Introduction to Global Mental Health
(GER NSW) '
Upper-Level Courses
Select one of the following: 16-17
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Select one advanced laboratory course and four advanced
lecture courses (16 credits)

Select two advanced laboratory courses and three advanced
lecture courses (17 credits)

Total Credits

! General Education Requirements (GERs): This course satisfies a UWM
GER requirement.
PSYCH 211 with the topic “First Year Foundation” for 1 credit does not
satisfy this requirement. All other topics of PSYCH 211, for 3 credits,
satisfy this requirement.

Advanced Laboratory Courses

32-34

Code Title Credits
PSYCH 502 Applied Behavior Analysis 4
PSYCH 505 Cognitive Processes 4
PSYCH 623 Perceptual Processes 4
PSYCH 654 Advanced Behavioral Neuroscience 4
PSYCH 656 Psychophysiology 4
PSYCH 660 Experimental Child Psychology 4
PSYCH 677 Experimental Social Psychology 4
Advanced Lecture Courses
Code Title Credits
PSYCH 319 LGBTIQ Psychology 3
PSYCH 320 Psychology of Gender 3
PSYCH 401 Data Science for Psychology 4
PSYCH 407 Personality Theory 8
PSYCH 412 Psychological Disorders and Mental 3

Health
PSYCH 433 Neuropsychology 3
PSYCH 454 Psychopharmacology and Addiction 3
PSYCH 503 Perception 3
PSYCH 510 Advanced Psychological Statistics 3
PSYCH 540 Clinical Psychology: Science and 3

Practice
PSYCH 550 History of Psychology 3
PSYCH 555 Health Psychology 8
PSYCH 578 Psychology of Race, Ethnicity, and

Health
PSYCH 610 Experimental Design 3
PSYCH 611 Current Topics: 1-4
PSYCH 627 Cognitive Neuroscience 3
PSYCH 630 Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience 3
PSYCH 645 Hormones and Behavior 3
PSYCH 657 Neurobiology of Learning and Memory 3
PSYCH 680 Psychology of Aging 3
PSYCH 682 The Aging Brain 3

Cross-Listed Courses

One of the following courses offered by other academic units may be
used to fulfill requirements of the undergraduate major in psychology (in
Systems and Foundations):
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Code Title Credits

BIO SCI 455 Cellular, Molecular and Developmental 3
Neurobiology

BUS ADM 442 Industrial Psychology

LINGUIS 440 Psycholinguistics

Psychology BA/BS Learning Outcomes

Students graduating from the Psychology BA or BS programs will be able
to:

Identify and explain key concepts, theoretical perspectives, and
scientific findings from major subfields of psychology.

Articulate the practical value of psychological science in the
workplace and to modern society.

Demonstrate competence in scientific inquiry, critical thinking, and
creative problem-solving.

Communicate complex ideas clearly, effectively, and succinctly
across a wide range of mediums.

Translate academic skills to the workforce, graduate, or professional
education in service of making positive contributions to local
communities.

Letters & Science Advising

During your time at UWM, you may have multiple members of your
success team, including advisors, peer mentors and success coaches.
Letters & Science students typically work with at least two different types
of advisors as they pursue their degrees: professional college advisors
and faculty advisors. L&S college advisors advise across your entire
degree program while departmental faculty advisors focus on the major.

College advisors are located in Holton Hall (or virtually for online
students) and serve as your primary advisor. They are your point person
for your questions about navigating college and completing your degree.
College advisors will:

+ Assist you in defining your academic and life goals.

+ Help you create an educational plan that is consistent with those
goals.

+ Assist you in understanding curriculum, major and degree
requirements for graduation, as well as university policies and
procedures.

+ Provide you with information about campus and community
resources and refer you to those resources as appropriate.

+ Monitor your progress toward graduation and completion of
requirements.

Faculty advisors mentor students in the major and assist them in
maximizing their development in the program. You will begin working with
a faculty advisor when you declare your major. Faculty advisors are an
important partner and will:

+ Help you understand major requirements and course offerings in the
department.

+ Explain opportunities for internships and undergraduate research and
guide you in obtaining those experiences.

+ Serve as an excellent resource as you consider potential graduate
programs and career paths in your field.
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Students are encouraged to meet with both their college advisor and
faculty advisor at least once each semester. Appointments are available
in-person, by phone or by video.

Currently enrolled students should use the Navigate360 website (https://
uwm.navigate.eab.com/) to make an appointment with your assigned
advisor or call (414) 229-4654 if you do not currently have an assigned
Letters & Science advisor. Prospective students who haven't enrolled in
classes yet should call (414) 229-7711 or email let-sci@uwm.edu.

Honors in the Major

Psychology majors who meet the following criteria are awarded Honors in
the Major:

1. A 3.000 cumulative GPA on all credits attempted,
2. A 3.500 GPA on all credits that count toward the major; and
3. A 3.500 GPA on all advanced credits that count toward the major.

College of Letters and Science Dean's
Honor List

GPA of 3.750 or above, earned on a full-time student's GPA on 12 or more
graded credits in a given semester.

Honors College Degree and Honors
College Degree with Distinction

Granted to graduating seniors who complete Honors College
requirements, as listed in the Honors College (https://catalog.uwm.edu/
honors-college/) section of this site.

Commencement Honors

Students with a cumulative GPA of 3.500 or above, based on a minimum
of 40 graded UWM credits earned prior to the final semester, will receive
all-university commencement honors and be awarded the traditional gold
cord at the December or May Honors Convocation. Please note that for
honors calculation, the GPA is not rounded and is truncated at the third
decimal (e.g., 3.499).

Final Honors

Earned on a minimum of 60 graded UWM credits: Cum Laude - 3.500 or
above; Magna Cum Laude - 3.650 or above; Summa Cum Laude - 3.800 or
above.
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